
If the other IRB will not serve

as the reviewing IRB for WVU

or if the WVU OHRP reviews

your reliance request form

and determines that a

reliance agreement is not

appropriate, submit a

standard protocol application

for review by the WVU OHRP

Complete/submit a WVU

Reliance Request form

and wait to receive a

review/response from

WVU OHRP (who

determines whether or

not the reliance request is

appropriate)

Start

Once you have received

confirmation from the WVU

OHRP that a reliance

agreement is acceptable,

submit a CIRB reliance

application through WVU's

electronic system (note that

there may be submission

requirements for the

commercial/reviewing IRB as

well)

Reviewing IRB confirms

that they agree to serve

as the Reviewing IRB for

WVU (the Relying site)

Include the following documents in your

submission: Reviewing IRB approval

letter, IRB approved protocol,

 IRB approved consent form and/or WVU 

site-specific consent form (if applicable), 

IRB authorization agreement (IAA), WVU. 

Data Protection form and any other 

necessary documents

The WVU OHRP staff will review the

application for local context requirements

and ensure that the WVU consent form

contains all required language (if 

applicable)

If reliance is acceptable, WVU

OHRP staff will assist in obtaining

necessary signatures on the IAA

and provide acknowledgement in

the electronic system when the

agreement has been fully executed

Yes

No No

Yes

Steps for Requesting that WVU Rely on Another IRB 

For a Multi-Site Project

West Virginia University / Office of Human Research Protections / October 2022

*NOTE: Reliance agreements will be processed on a case-by-case basis. Research that 
is not federally funded does not require a single IRB of record. Reliance agreements 
cannot be processed for: projects that do not meet the definition of human subjects 
research (NHSR), Exempt projects, or Flex projects.
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